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MISSION
Mental Health America of Colorado is the recognized 
leader, collaborating to promote mental health, expand 
access to services and transform systems of healthcare.  

VISION
We envision a healthy Colorado free of stigma and 
discrimination where every person has full access to  
high quality services for all mental health and substance 
abuse conditions.

REVENUE

2011 was both a year of excitement and transition at Mental 
Health America of Colorado (MHAC). After 12 years of 
service, Jeanne Rohner retired from her role as President 
and CEO of our organization. In honor of her leadership, 
MHAC established the Jeanne M. Rohner Endowment Fund 
that will help support the future of the organization.  We are 
thankful for her passion, innovation and dedication and fondly 
remember the incredible impact she made at MHAC and in 
Colorado.  With big shoes to fill, Don hit the ground running 
in his first year as President & CEO.  We had a great year 
fulfilling Colorado’s mental health needs, promoting MHAC 
in the community, and serving more people than ever.  

In 2011, MHAC expanded the Pro Bono Counseling 
& Referral Program to Pueblo and Glenwood Springs. 
In response to the lack of mental health services in rural 
Colorado, we matched 47 individuals with mental health 
clinicians to receive free counseling.  We look forward to 
having a larger statewide presence in 2012.  Check Your Head, 
Mental Health First Aid, and Speakers Bureau are strong and 
growing.  Learn more in the 2011 Accomplishments section of 
this report. 

Our Public Policy & Strategic Initiatives team had quite a 
year! We are especially proud of our Families in Action for 
Mental Health collaboration.  MHAC brought together 
Colorado Mental Wellness Network (formerly WE CAN!), 
the Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health—
Colorado Chapter, and the National Alliance for Mental 
Illness (NAMI) Colorado to advocate for and pass Senate 
Bill 102, allowing for people to donate through an income tax 
checkoff.  This collaboration exceeded our expectations, raising 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
as of printing

Stuart Kassan, MD, Chair
Colorado Arthritis Associates

Dyana Z. Furmansky, Chair Elect
Author

Pegi Touff, PhD, Secretary
Private Practice Clinical Psychology

Stephen Hart, CRCM, CBA, 
Treasurer
FirstBank

Seth Belzley, Esq., Chair Emeritus
TransMontaigne

Thomas Barrett, PhD 
University of Denver

Gwendolyn Brewer 
Mental Health Advocate

Mary Beth Buescher, Esq. 
Mental Health Advocate

Thomas Flanagan, Jr. 
Citywide Banks

Aaron Hyatt, Esq. 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck

Kenneth Krause, MD 
Rocky Mountain Psychiatry

Katherine Kust, Esq. 
Sweetbaum Sands Anderson, PC

The Honorable Dennis Maes 
Retired Judge, 10th Judicial District

Herbert Merrill II, EdD 
Merrill Consulting Associates

Charles Reyman
Colorado Health Foundation

Evan Silverman 
Tattered Cover Bookstore

Brett Spurr, CFP 
Spurr Financial Planning, Inc.

The Honorable Jane A. Tidball 
District Court, Jefferson County

Marty Waters, LCSW 
ValueOptions

Roz Wheeler-Bell, RN, BSN 
Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 

HONORARY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patty Cook, Chair
Stephen Berman, MD
Terry Ann Biddinger, RN
Louise Boris
Laury Bowman, Esq.
Don Cook
Maureen Doran, RN, MSN
Jerry Dunn, Esq.
Robert Freedman, MD
Bert Furmansky, MD
Margaret Garbe
Cy Harvey, Esq.
Lyndia Harvey
David Henninger
Jack Hyatt, Esq.
William Kent, PhD
Robyn Loup
Nan Morehead
Cynthia Morss Truitt, PhD
Jane F. Mountain, MD
Margaret Roath, LCSW, MSW
Sandra Rhodes, PsyD
William Saslow
Richard Saunders
Ruth Silver
Elizabeth Soberg
James Taucher, CPA
Annie Wohlgenant

STAFF
as of printing

Don Mares, President & CEO
Amanda Chaney,  Intake & Referral 
Coordinator
Laura Cordes, VP of Development & 
Marketing
Jamie Gulick, VP of Programs & Community 
Resources
Jennifer Hill, Manager of Programs and 
Volunteers, Colorado Mental Wellness Network

LEADERSHIP

2011 FINANCIALS
Dear friends,
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over $42,000 in its inaugural year. The tremendous response 
tells us that Colorado citizens are prioritizing mental wellness. 
As it is an easy way to contribute to MHAC, be sure to keep 
your eye out for Families in Action for Mental Health when 
filing your 2012 taxes.

In September, MHAC hosted the annual Tribute event, 
honoring Gwen and Moses Brewer.  The Brewers have been 
longtime champions and advocates for mental health and 
have a passion for mental health prevention and education 
among children and teens.  MHAC is thankful for the 
Brewers’ partnership as we team together to make an impact in 
Colorado.

We would also like to extend appreciation to the many people 
that make our organization thrive.  MHAC owes its success in 
2011 to our Board of Directors, Honorary Board of Directors, 
staff, supporters, interns, donors, agency partners and 
tremendous office and program volunteers.  Thank you for your 
support and service as we continue our exciting work in 2012.

Best,

Amanda Kearney-Smith, Director of Colorado 
Mental Wellness Network
Moe Keller, VP of Public Policy & Strategic 
Initiatives
Michael Lott-Manier, Public Policy & 
Strategic Initiatives Specialist
Bianca Mikahn, Trainer
Mary Catherine Moss, Development 
Coordinator - Special Events

EXPENSES
 

Betty Nufer, Pro Bono Outreach Coordinator - 
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June Smigel, VP of Finance & Operations
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Community Resources

22%

22%

18%

17%

21%

Government Grants, 30%

Special Events, 27%

Foundation Grants, 24%

Individual and Corporate Contributions, 7%

Mile High United Way, 5%

Jeanne M. Rohner Endowment Fund Gifts, 4%

Earned Income, 2%

Other, 1%

Colorado Mental Wellness Network, 22%

Pro Bono Counseling & Referral, 22%

Community Education, 18%

Public Policy & Strategic Initiatives, 17%

Administration, 11%

Fundraising, 10%

TOTAL:  $1,300,997

MHAC’s Board of Directors 
throughtfully created an 
operating reserve to sustain 
the organization during 
challenging economic 
climates.  MHAC currently 
maintains approximately 
six months in this reserve, 
part of which was allocated 
by the Board of Directors in 
2011 to continue MHAC’s 
good work.

MHAC’s 2011 Annual 
Report is dedicated 
in memory of Lori 
Crouch, our beloved 
Senior Administrative 
Assistant who 
recently passed away.  
Lori touched the lives 
of hundreds of people 
in our community 
and it is an honor to 
have known her as a 
colleague and a friend.  
We carry fond 
memories of Lori and 
she is greatly missed.

			      
TOTAL:  $1,120,370
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PROMOTING MENTAL HEALTH
Colorado Mental Wellness Network (CMWN), 
formerly WE CAN!, graduated 28 people from 
the Colorado Leadership Academy in 2011. 
This week-long workshop covered advocacy, 
empowerment, leadership, communication, 
diversity, wellness, and recovery.  Graduates are 
equipped to be self-advocates and leaders within 
the community, promoting mental wellness and 
personal success.

Through the Speakers Bureau, 702 people 
received mental health education provided by 
volunteer speakers.  This serves to educate the 
community on mental health and decrease its 
stigma.

The Check Your Head (CYH) six-week program 
reached nearly 250 students in three Denver 
charter schools.  Through expressive arts, 
students enhanced their leadership and creativity 
while learning about mental health.  CYH was 
accepted into the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) 
Service to Science Initiative, offering technical 
and educational support to the program to 
enhance the rigor of evaluation.

2011  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

“Every day presents 
challenges and 
without this program 
and the services, I 
would not know how 
to cope with them in 
an effective manner.”

–Pro Bono Counseling Participant

TRANSFORMING SYSTEMS OF 
HEALTHCARE
The Public Policy & Strategic Initiatives 
department hosted 11 grassroots trainings 
throughout the state, reaching 167 attendees.  
Nine of these individuals visited with US Senators 
and Representatives including Michael Bennet 
and Mark Udall to share their personal stories 
and emphasize the importance of funding mental 
health initiatives.  Several others used their 
training experience to testify before Colorado 
State House and Senate Committee hearings, 
supporting MHAC’s legislative agenda.  This 
resulted in a 92% success rate for bills on which 
MHAC took an active position.

MHAC hosted another successful Legislative 
Education and Advocacy Day (LEAD), educating 
234 individuals including state legislators, 
persons in recovery, colleague organizations, and 
corporate partners on how to be self-advocates 
for public policy change in mental health.

Over 200 behavioral healthcare providers, 
higher education faculty, advocates, and peers 
gathered at the Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Workforce Summit facilitated by MHAC.  
A statewide plan was created to meet the goals 
outlined in the 2010 Behavioral Healthcare 
Workforce in Colorado Status Report.

EXPANDING ACCESS TO SERVICES
The Pro Bono Counseling & Referral Program 
expanded into two new communities:  Pueblo 
and Glenwood Springs, increasing access to 
mental health services in rural Colorado.  In total, 
the Pro Bono Counseling & Referral Program 
served 2,503 people, creating a healthier 
community with more productive citizens.

Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) training reached 
120 people, equipping them to identify early 
signs of mental illness and to refer people to 
appropriate care.  MHAC launched a college 
MHFA initiative to create healthier and safer 
college campuses.  

2,5034,944 11 120Pro Bono 
Counseling 
Participants

Program Volunteer 
Hours

Grassroots 
Trainings

People Certified 
in Mental Health 
First Aid

Governor John Hickenlooper signing SB 102 
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MHAC has made every effort to recognize all 2011 funders, donors, 
and volunteers.  We apologize if your name or organization has been 
inadvertently omitted.  Contact MHAC at 720-208-2220 with questions or 
concerns.

THANK YOU Supporters 
& Volunteers!

Because of you, Mental Health 
America of Colorado made a 
greater impact in Colorado.  
Thank you for your generosity!
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A.V. Hunter Trust, Inc.
Anschutz Foundation
Bonfils-Stanton 
Foundation
Bugdanowitz-Toltz 
Family Philanthropy 
Fund
Carson J Spencer 
Foundation
Colorado Department 
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Gretchen Lobitz
Patricia Lottier
Bob & Robyn Loup
Ruby & Stephen 
Loveless
Dan & Teri Sullivan Lutz
Shelly Madrid
John Mahalik
Don Mares
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Jim & Patricia Smith
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Claudia Stall
Kasiel & Joyce 
Steinhardt
Janice Stever
Marguerite Stewart
Gail & Paul Stone
Debra Strong
Sher Suave-Demos
Jim Taucher
Johnny Thomas
Governor John 
Hickenlooper & Helen 
Thorpe
Honorable Jane Tidball
Karen Timmons
Lauren Tolle
Michael & Pegi Touff
Michael & Heather Treat
Martin & Gloria Trotsky
Richard & Anne Tunnell
Donna Steffes Tuttle
Christy Uchida
Martha Vail
Lu Vason
Matt Vogl
Deborah Wagner
Fred & Anastasia 
Waldeck
Marty Waters
Kenneth & Tamara Weil
Susan Weinstein
Andrea Weyand
Greeg H. Wheeler
Cynthia Wieme
Amy & Blake Wilson
Annie Wohlgenant
Beth & George Wood
William Wynne

Gordon Yale

Gregg M. Zajkowski
Kathryn A. Zarini
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VOLUNTEERS

Stacie Aden
Dan Abrams
Nora Adams
Louise Alderson
Deborah Amesbury
Barbara Armendariz
Sandi Armstrong
Susan Avner
Linda Azzi
Susan Bailey
Brenda Baker
FeAna Balsick
Irina Banfi-Mare
Thomas Barrett
Karenza Baumann
Liz Beindorff
Cody Belzley 
Seth Belzley
Steve Berman
Elaine Berman
William Beverly

Terry Biddinger

Larry Boris
Louise Bori
Jeff Boscoe-Huffman
Larry Botnick, LCSW
Kimberlee Bow
Laury Bowman
Gwen Brewer
Moses Brewer
Rebecca Brown
Kathy Buchenauer
Mary Beth Buescher
Dana Byrd
Sarah Campbell
Jill Campbell
Thomas Carey 
Chamberlin
Barbara Chambliss
Donna Chaney
Juan Chapel
Nancy Charles
Janice Chavez
Chris Chrisman
Allan Cohen
Don Cook
Patty Cook
Julie Coughlan
Claudia Crosse-Wynn

Mike Cutter

Donna Damock
Janet Dampeer
Elena Davis-Stenhouse
Diane Dean, RN
LeAnna DeAngelo
Bert Dech
Sam Demander
Maureen Doran
David Driscoll
Jerry Dunn
Jan Dutton

Cassidy Erickson
Laura Excell
Samantha Farro
Yoko Felter
Bethe Feltman
Sarah Fitzgibbons
Tom Flanagan
Barbara Ford
Robert Freedman
Sari Freedman
Bert Furmansky
Dyana Furmansky

Leona Furnari
Margaret Garbe
Rick Garbe

When the world pushed me away
Didn’t know what to say
It just happened so fast
But now that’s the past
I’m moving on
Don’t think about that someone
My life turned upside down
Came as easy as a frown
But that doesn’t matter
Follow the patter of the rain
Trying not to go insane
It’s hard to move on
Trying to change my tone
Feeling quite alone

–Matthew, age 12, Check Your Head Participant

2011 Volunteer Appreciation

http://familiesinactionformentalhealth.org/
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VOLUNTEERS, 
CONTINUED

Marjorie Genova
Edward George
Ching Yen Godwin
Ami Gorsky
Artie Guererro
James Gulick 
Beth Gustin
Mike Haley
Susan Haley
John Harder
Melinda Harriman
Bryn Harris
Eleanor Harrison
Steve Hart
Cy Harvey
Lyndia Harvey
Sarah Harvey
Tyler Harvey
Alyson Hatten
David Henninger
Natalie Hicks
Veronica Hoegler
Annette Houghtling
Tamra Hughes
Julia Hunter
Aaron Hyatt
Andrea Hyatt
Hope Hyatt
Jack Hyatt
Carmen Iacino
Sallyanne Johnson
Diana Joy
Rick Kamins
Gail Kassan
Stuart Kassan
Bob Kelsall
Lynda Kemp
Kerry Kendall
Bill Kent
Carol Keymer
Tina Khoshoryacn
Denise Kidd
Tara Kill 
Tony Kill
Jennifer King
Ugur Kocataskin
Hali Kolkind
Toni Koontz
Kenneth Krause
Larry Krause
Ginny Kreeft
Don Krill
Mary Jane Kruse
Katherine Kust

Barbara Lawson
Mitzi Leblon-Ledingham
Liz Legg
Liz Lemole
Heidi Letko
Chris Lewis
Thomas Lewis
Rita Lews
Billie Lillie
Meredith Lopez
Amy Lopez
Robyn Loup
Anne Lowe
Marcia Lyons
The Honorable Dennis 
Maes
Petrea Mah
Donna Mahnen 
Christopher Maier
Patrick Maloney
Shanley Mangeot
Tyler  Marsh
Robert McBride
Erica McCray
Terry McGeeney
Virginia Meredith
Herbert Merrill
Jennifer Miller
David Milner
Mergen Mittleider
Elyse Montgomery
Nan Morehead
Kristen Morrison
Dan Mosley
Jane Mountain
Laura Munroe
Karen Nadon
Morri Namaste
Lenden Neeper
Hildie Newman
Ken Norem
Liz Noyes
Maragaret Nteza
Chris Orloski
Gloriean Ortiz
Liz Parker
Lisa Peters
Margaret Pleasant
Darci Polla
Shruti Poulsen
Carla Rankin
John Real
Charles Reyman
Sandra Rhodes
Margaret Roath
Jane Robb
Michelle Rollins

Barbara Rose
Susan Ross
Randy Ross
Victoria Rosser
Carol Ruddick
Elena Sante
Michele Santi
Dick Saunders
Sarah Schnabel
Lisa Scholz
Lorrie Schroffel
Janice Schultz
Jennifer Shay
Barbara Sheehan-Zeidler
Cathy Silton
Ruth Silver
Evan Silverman
Gary Sims
Christa Smith
Patricia Smith
Beth Soberg
Alexia Somonyaro
Brett Spurr
Paula Staffeldt
Lacey Stein
Amanda Stettenbenz
Jim Stokes
Whitney Stone
Cassidy Stover-Erickson
Jane Sutliff
Jim Taucher
JT Thomas
Lee-Ann Thoms
The Honorable Jane 
Tidball
Katie Touff
Michael Touff
Pegi Touff
Cynthia Morss Truitt Mary 
Twinem
Barbara Ungashick
Steven Unruh
Mary Ann Van Buskirk
Elizabeth Velez
Jennifer Ward
Marty Waters
Illona Weiman
Richard Wesley
Diane Wheeler
Roz Wheeler-Bell
Christa Williams
Cathy Williams
Denise Wilson
Catherine Wilson
Gary Wilson
Annie Wohlgenant
Michael Zelman

MHAC thrives because of donors and 
volunteers. There are many ways to get 
involved:

VOLUNTEER
Please contact our office to find out more about 
volunteer opportunities.  We welcome volunteers 
in the office, on our committees, and in our 
programs.

DONATE
MHAC gladly accepts donations of 
money, stock, vehicles, and legacy 
gifts.  Visit www.givingfirst.org to 

give online or call 720.208.2237 to learn more.  
Consider donating to our programs, general 
operating, the Jeanne M. Rohner Endowment 
Fund or sponsoring an event.

Look for the Families 
in Action for Mental 
Health income tax 
checkoff on your 2012 
taxes. This funding 
will increase access 
to mental health services, which will strengthen 
and enhance Colorado’s mental health safety net 
system. 

Give through your employer:  MHAC 
is represented by United Way in 
workplace giving campaigns.  

Attend 2012 Tribute to Leadership on October 11, 
2012.  Consider making a donation to the silent 
auction.

GET INVOLVED!

CONNECT
1385 S. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 610 
Denver, CO 80222

720.208.2220/800.456.3249

www.mhacolorado.org

@mhacolorado

facebook.com/mhacolorado

https://givingfirst.org/MHAColorado/overview
https://twitter.com/MHAColorado
http://familiesinactionformentalhealth.org/
https://givingfirst.org/MHAColorado/overview
http://www.mhacolorado.org
http://twitter.com/mhacolorado
https://www.facebook.com/mhacolorado

