
Bridges Program

C o n n e c t i n g  C o l o r a d o ' s  c r i m i n a l  

j u s t i c e  &  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s y s t e m s

 

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 8 - 2 5 1

p r o m o t e  p o s i t i v e  o u t c o m e s  f o r  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  l i v i n g  w i t h  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

o r  c o - o c c u r r i n g  b e h a v i o r a l  h e a l t h  

c o n d i t i o n s .

I n f o r m  j u d g e s ,  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  a n d  

d e f e n s e  a t t o r n e y s  a b o u t  c o m m u n i t y  

t r e a t m e n t  o p t i o n s  f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  o f  c o m p e t e n c y  

s e r v i c e s .

i d e n t i f y  n e e d s  a n d  c o n n e c t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e h a v i o r a l  h e a l t h  a n d  

o t h e r  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s .

S t a t e  c o u r t  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  

o f f i c e

P r o m o t i n g  O u t c o m e s

I n f o r m i n g  c o u r t s

c o n n e c t i n g  t o  s e rv i c e s

The Bridges program provided me a 
trusted partner that helped me get 
better before release.

L o c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  s e r v e  a s  B r i d g e s  P r o g r a m  

C o u r t  L i a i s o n s  i n  e a c h  C o l o r a d o  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  

a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  a n d  m e n t a l  h e a lt h  

s y s t e m s .

C o u r t  L i a i s o n s  a r e  A p p o i n t e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h r o u g h  c o u r t  o r d e r  f o r  a n y  

i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a n  a c t i v e  C o l o r a d o  c r i m i n a l  

c a s e ,  b o t h  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  c u s t o d y.

o n c e  o r d e r e d ,  l i a i s o n s  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  p r o v i d e  a  

c o n n e c t i o n  t o  l o c a l  a n d  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  

s e r v i c e s .  

 W h at  W e  D o

H o w  w e  D o  i t

b r i d g e s @ j u d i c i a l . s t a t e . c o . u s

Q u e s t i o n s ?



Connecting Colorado’s

Criminal Justice and

Mental Health Systems
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The need

2

The majority of Coloradans with 

mental illness do not receive services, 

with many receiving services only 

through entering the justice system.

People with serious mental illness are 

twice as likely to be arrested again 

within a year of leaving prison.



The vision

All individuals within the 
criminal justice system are 
treated fairly and humanely, 
regardless of their behavioral 
health history or mental state.

The mission

To promote positive outcomes for Coloradans living with mental 
health conditions who encounter criminal justice involvement 
by fostering collaboration between both systems.
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Twenty-nine liaisons across 
Colorado’s 22 judicial districts 

work to promote positive 
outcomes for Coloradans living 
with mental health conditions 
who encounter the criminal 

justice system.

Keep judges, district attorneys 
and defense attorneys informed 

about available community-
based mental health services for 
defendants, including those in 
need of competency services.

Identify needs and connect 
individuals to appropriate 

mental health and other support 
services.

facilitate 
communication and collaboration
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Goal = Restored 

to Competency 

to Stand Trial

Goal = 

Long-Term 

Stability
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Colorado
A Culture of

Collaboration

Community Partners

Judicial Districts

State Court Administrator’s Office

For more information, contact:

Jennifer Turner, Bridges Program, Statewide Coordinator

jennifer.turner@judicial.state.co.us I 720-625-5018
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